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INTRODUCTION
To Virginia Educators and Students,

World War Il was the most destructive war in all of history and it is essential to
study the war as it occurred in Europe for a number of important reasons. It helps us
understand why the war started, its immense suffering and human cost, the key
battles and military technologies that enabled the Allies to defeat Germany, and
why Europe became divided into a democratic Bloc led by the U.S. and a communist
Bloc led by the Soviet Union.

There are also significant, critically relevant facts about Poland throughout
the war that are absent in high-school curricula. Some examples are: Poland was an
original member of the Allies; Poland never surrendered and continued fighting
across Europe; Polish pilots were among the best in the Battle of Britain; Poland had
the largest and most effective underground resistance in German-occupied Europe;
Polish cryptologists first broke Germany’s Enigma machine; Polish rescue of Jews
was unmatched by any other German-occupied country; Poland was the first to
warn the Allies of the Genocide of European Jews.

These and other little-known facts are presented in our Teacher’s Guide. Our
purpose is to advance Virginia students’ knowledge of World War Il in Europe with
factual information. We at PASI EDU believe Virginia educators and students will
appreciate learning and understanding new, compelling truths about Poland’s role
in World War Il.
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Section 1. Why Hitler and Stalin Attacked Poland to Start World
War I

Key Fact: Poland is the one European country Hitler and Stalin singled out for
total annihilation. Hitler was determined to destroy the Polish people and all
traces of Polish culture. Stalin was embittered against the Poles because they
stopped him from spreading Communism to Germany.

Supporting Facts:

Nazi-Soviet Pact. One week before Germany attacked Poland, Hitler’s Foreign
Minister Ribbentrop and Stalin’s Foreign Minister Molotov signed a non-aggression
pact. A secret provision in the pact divided Poland between Hitler and Stalin.
Lebensraum. Hitler’s Lebensraum (living space) ideology believed the German
“master race” must expand eastward in order to survive. This required conquering
the Slavic lands, starting with Poland. Hitler’s Generalplan Ost (Master Plan for the
East) required up to 85 percent of Poles to be exterminated or removed, with similar
percentages for other Slavic countries.
Racial Purity. Hitler’s Racial Purity ideology believed that Slavs, Jews, and Roma
were inferior races. If they intermixed with the German “master race”, they would
contaminate it to the point of extinction. Germans therefore had the duty to
exterminate and enslave the inferior races.
Poland Stopped Stalin from Establishing Communism in Germany. After World
War |, Lenin and Stalin were determined to spread Communism to a defeated
Germany and other European countries. To reach Germany, the Russian army had to
go through Poland but was defeated by the Poles in 1920 led by General Jozef
Pilsudski. Because this prevented the establishment of Communism in Germany,
Stalin proclaimed that Poland was an “enemy nation”.
Hitler’s Genocidal Order to Senior Generals one week before attacking Poland.
o “lhave issued the command —and I'll have anybody who utters but one word
of criticism executed by a firing squad — that our war aim does not consistin
reaching certain lines, but in the physical destruction of the enemy.
Accordingly, | have placed my death-head formation in readiness — for the
present only in the East — with orders to them to send to death mercilessly
and without compassion, men, women, and children of Polish derivation
and language. Only thus shall we gain the living space (Lebensraum) which
we need.”



Supporting Questions

Why did Hitler want to annihilate Poland?

O

Two Main Reasons: (1) “Space and Race”. Hitler used Nazism’s ideology of
Lebensraum and Nazism’s ideology of Racial Purity to justify his annihilation of
Poland and the Poles. In order to survive, the German “master race” had to expand
eastward to gain “living space”, which required capturing Polish territory, eliminating
and enslaving the “inferior race”, and repopulating the land with the German
“master race”. Hitler wanted to expand Germany by annexing Polish territory,
eliminating the Polish people, and colonizing it with Germans. (2) Hitler, like most of
German society, believed Poles were an inferior people who were incapable of
governing themselves. They therefore were not allowed to have their own country.

Why did Stalin want to annihilate Poland?

@)

Two Main Reasons: (1) Stalin was embittered against the Polish people because they
stopped him from spreading Communism to Germany and other European
countries. (2) The Poles, both the elites and the people, were staunchly Christian
who maintained strong traditional values. This conflicted with Communist ideology,
which required a totalitarian police state engaged in militant atheism and anti-
religious persecution as well as purging society of “enemies of the people”, which
included the Poles because of their patriotic nationalism and democratic values.

What did Hitler and Stalin do after they invaded Poland?

O

They divided Poland into two parts and annexed them so that Poland no longer
existed. Both executed Polish civilians on a massive scale and their brutalities
exceeded by far anything experienced by any other occupied country.

Skills in Practice

Review the video “The Unconquered” at www.theunconquered-movie.com. This 4-

and-a-half-minute video by Poland’s Institute of National Remembrance presents

important information about Poland that is largely absent in high-school curricula.

Identify new facts that were learned from the video and explain how these facts add

to the student’s knowledge of World War Il in Europe and Poland’s involvement in it.

Use information resource such as the Wikipedia article “Operation Tannenberg” to

identify the actions the Germans began taking immediately in committing Genocide

against the Polish intelligentsia.

Use information sources, such as Wikipedia’s article “Lebensraum”, to identify
Hitler’s desired Lebensraum empire. Identify the modern-day European countries
that Hitler’s Lebensraum empire would have encompassed.


http://www.theunconquered-movie.com/

Section 2. Hitler and Stalin Carry Out the Genocide of the Polish
People

Key Fact: Nazi and Communist ideologies drove Hitler’s and Stalin’s campaigns
of Genocide against Poland’s citizens. They were joined by the Ukrainian

Insurgent Army.

Supporting Facts:

Hitler’s Double Genocide of Poland. Hitler subjected Poland’s citizens to a double
Genocide — 2.8 million Polish Jews and 2.4 million Poles died at the hands of the
Germans. They were all innocent civilians.

Stalin’s Genocide of Poles. Stalin’s Army and Secret Police murdered at least
150,000 Polish civilians. The Secret Police secretly executed 22,000 captured Polish
officers at Katyn Forest. Stalin also deported over 1 million Polish citizens to forced
labor and Gulag camps in the deep Soviet interior. Many thousands died of hunger,
illness, and physical exhaustion from the harsh conditions.

Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s Genocide of Poles. This group of ethnic Ukrainians
were Polish citizens. They murdered about 110,000 Poles in the Polish areas that
they wanted to make into an independent Ukrainian state.

Poland’s Triple Genocide. Poland’s confrontation with the barbaric German and
Soviet regimes during World War Il, as well as with the Ukrainian Insurgent Army,
was a tragic experience without parallel by any other occupied country or
persecuted people during World War Il.

Supporting Questions

How many Polish citizens died at the hands of the Germans?

o According to the Polish government’s 2022 War Report, 2.8 million Jews and 2.4
million Poles died, which is a total of 5.2 million Polish citizens.

Why is it accurate to describe Polish deaths at the hands of the Germans as a
double Genocide?

o Itis accurate because Hitler murdered Poles specifically because they were Poles
and murdered Polish Jews specifically because they were Jews. The Polish people
consider these deaths not only as a double Genocide but also a permanent part of
Polish history. (Genocide is concisely explained in Section 11, “Genocide - Facts
You Should Know”.)



About how many Polish citizens died in Stalin’s forced labor camps?
o Atleast 150,000 died from the severe conditions enroute to and in the camps. When

added to the 150,000 deaths caused by the Red Army during its occupation of
Poland, this is about 300,000 deaths at the hands of the Soviets.

Why did the Ukrainian Insurgent Army murder about 110,000 Poles?

©)

The Ukrainian Insurgent Army wanted to establish an independent Ukrainian state in
the part of Poland they believed belonged to the Ukrainian people. The members of
this group were ethnic Ukrainians as well as Polish citizens. Because Poland had
been defeated by the combined forces of Hitler and Stalin, the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army saw this as their opportunity to drive the Poles out of this area, called Wolyn
(Volhynia in English) and eastern Galicia, through a ruthless mass murder campaign.

Can the murders of innocent Polish civilians by the Germans, Soviets, and Ukrainian
Insurgent Army be considered a triple Genocide?

O

Without question. Genocide is the partial or complete destruction of a people
solely because of their nationality, ethnicity, race, or religion. The key principle
that determines an act of Genocide is the intent. If the intent is to physically destroy
individuals specifically because they belong to a national group, ethnic group, racial
group, or religious group, the destructive act is Genocide. Poles were murdered by
the Germans, Soviets, and Ukrainian Insurgent Army specifically because of their
ethnicity (Polish) and nationality (Poland). Polish Jews were murdered by Hitler
specifically because of their ethnicity and religion. (Genocide is concisely explained
in Section 11, “Genocide - Facts You Should Know™.)

Skills in Practice

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Massacres of Poles in
Volhynia and Eastern Galicia” to identify how the Ukrainian Insurgent Army brutally

murdered Poles in these regions.

Use information resources to research testimonies of Polish deportees to Siberia
and present them to the class. A suggested resource is “A Polish girl's journey
across three continents” at this link.

Use information resources for students to describe their thoughts on how they
might have survived Stalin’s deportations enroute to the deep Soviet interior and
from the harsh conditions of the forced labor and Gulag camps. Information
resources include the following Wikipedia articles: “Soviet repressions of Polish
citizens (1939-1946)” and its subordinate paragraphs “Mass deportations to the
East”, and “Gulag”.


https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-19586595

Section 3. Polish Successes in Allied Battles

Key Fact: Poland was an effective member of the Allies and notably

contributed to the defeat of Germany.

Supporting Facts:

Battle of Britain. Polish Pilots were among the best in the Battle of Britain. The
Polish RAF 303 Kosciuszko Squadron had the highest kill rate of German aircraft
even though they weren’t allowed to fly until halfway into the Battle. The 303" shot
down an astonishing 126 German planes in 6 weeks. In a single sortie over London,
the Poles shot down 14 German planes, with several more listed as probable Kkills,
without losing a single pilot. 35 Polish pilots were aces (pilots who had 5 or more
kills).

Battle of Monte Cassino, Italy. General Anders and the Polish 2" Corps captured
the monastery atop a summit from the Germans, which helped break Hitler’s
Gustav Line. This enabled the Allies to advance northward to Rome. The Polish 2"
Corps went on to liberate the Italian cities of Loreto, Ancona, Faenza, and Bologna.
Battle of Falaise Pocket, France. This was the final battle of Normandy and was
key to the liberation of France. General Maczek and his Polish 1t Armored Division
blocked the escape of the Germans with intensive, accurate firing that enabled the
collapse of the German position in France. The Polish 1t Armored Division went on
to liberate the Belgian cities of Ypres, Oostnieuwkerke, Roeselare, Tielt, Ruislede,
and Ghent, and the city of Breda in the Netherlands.

The Polish Navy fought the German Navy alongside the Allied navies in Norway,
the North Sea, the Atlantic, and the Mediterranean. The Polish Navy escorted 787
convoys, conducted 1,162 combat patrols, helped sink the Bismarck, sank 2 U-
boats with 11 probable damaged, sank 39 enemy transport ships, and shot down 20
aircraft. The Polish Navy took part in major naval operations, including the Battle of
the Atlantic, landings in Normandy, Dunkirk evacuation, landings in North Africa,
and landings in Anzio.

Tobruk, Narvik, and Arnhem. Polish forces also fought the Germans with the Allies
at Tobruk in Libya, Narvik in Norway, and Arnhem in the Netherlands.

Supporting Questions

Why was defeat of the German Luftwaffe (Air Force) in the Battle of Britain
important?
o Hitler planned to invade England with his plan “Operation Sea Lion”. He directed the
Luftwaffe to conduct bombing operations in order to “soften up” the country before
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the invasion. The Battle of Britain occurred in the summer of 1940 and because of
the Luftwaffe’s extensive losses, Hitler postponed Sea Lion and never put it into
action. Commander-in-Chief of Fighter Command, Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh
Dowdling, said: “Had it not been for the magnificent work of the Polish squadrons
and their unsurpassed gallantry, | hesitate to say that the outcome of battle would
have been the same.”

Why was the defeat of the Germans in the Battle of Monte Cassino important?

O

The Battle of Monte Cassino was one of the most important battles of the war and
lasted four months in early 1944. There were four assaults by the Allies and in the
final assault, the Polish 2™ Corps took the monastery atop a summit, which the
Germans used as their defensive position to stop the Allied advance through the Liri
Valley. As the Germans withdrew, Hitler’s Gustav Line was broken, and the Allies
advanced to Rome.

Why was the defeat of the Germans at the Battle of Falaise Pocket important?

@)

The Battle of Falaise Pocket (also called Falaise Gap) in August 1944 was the final
battle of Normandy and a crushing defeat for Germany. The Allies formed a pocket
around Falaise, and the only escape route for the trapped Germans was through the
Falaise Gap. The Mont Ormel ridge, with its commanding view of the area, sat
astride this escape route and was seized by Lt. General Stanistaw Maczek’s Polish
1t Armored Division, which was attached to the 1 Canadian Army. The Poles
directed constant and accurate fire on the German units as they attempted to
retreat from the gap, causing heavy casualties. After the Poles were finally relieved
by the Canadians, it was clear the Poles’tenacious stand enabled the closure of the
Falaise Gap. The Allies then advanced to Paris and liberated France.

Skills in Practice

Use the information resource of England’s Imperial War Museum (IWP) at this link to
learn about the Polish Pilots who flew in the Battle of Britain. Identify the kill rate of
the Polish 303 and 302" RAF Squadrons and explain why they weren’t allowed to
enter the Battle of Britain until the halfway point. Also, review the video at the end of
the webpage and identify the name and nationality of the 303""’s highest scoring

ace.

The city of Breda in the Netherlands annually honors General Maczek and his
soldiers of the Polish 1st Armored Division (The Black Devils) for liberating Breda
from the Germans with almost no civilian casualties. The Allies’ typical assault
action was to shell a town and then enter to fight the remaining Germans. This
always resulted in civilian casualties. Instead of shelling Breda, General Maczek’s

Black Devils went house to house killing the Germans they found. Use the City of
Breda’s information resource at this link to learn about the Liberation of Breda and


https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-polish-pilots-who-flew-in-the-battle-of-britain
https://www.explorebreda.com/en/city-surroundings/about-breda/liberation-of-breda

examine the section titled “Breda and the special bond with Poland”. Identify why
the Polish soldiers were unable to return to Poland and where General Maczek spent
the rest of his days.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “2" Polish Corps (Polish
Armed Forces in the West)” to identify how the 2" Polish Corps was formed from the
Poles that Stalin deported to the Soviet Union, its composition of men and women
(and one bear named Wojtek), and the battles it fought in Italy. Also, use information
resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Monte Cassino Polish war cemetery” to
learn more about the 2" Polish Corps and its memorial at Monte Cassino. (See also
“Fun Fact - Wojtek the Bear” in Appendix 1.)



Section 4. Poles Provided Critical Intelligence to the Allies

Key Fact: Extensive intelligence was provided by the Home Army, Polish

agents inside occupied Poland, and Polish networks in other European

countries.

Supporting Facts:

German Rocket Programs. Poland’s underground Home Army (Armia Krajowa — AK)
gave crucial information to the British on Germany's secret-weapons programs
involving the V-1 and V-2 rockets. This enabled the British to bomb the launch sites.
The Home Army also recovered a V-2 rocket from a German test launch, inventoried
all of its parts, and secretly shipped it to Britain (Operation Wildhorn Ill).

German Plans to Invade the USSR. The Home Army provided daily intelligence to
the British on German troop movements, railroad transports, and ammunition
depots. It also gave the British extensive intelligence about Hitler’s preparations for
his surprise invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941 (Operation Barbarossa).
Interallie, France. A network of Polish and French agents in German-occupied
France provided accurate information to the British on German troop movements,
landing fields, naval bases, and radar sites. The Interallie director was also a Polish
double agent with the codename Brutus who passed false information that
convinced the Germans the Allies would invade France at Pas de Calais instead of
Normandy.

Agency Africa, Algeria. This network was established in Algiers by a Polish agent
with the codename Rygor. It was key to the success of Operation Torch, the Allied
invasion of French North Africa. The intelligence provided by Agency Africa enabled
the Allies to seize French North Africa from the Germans within 24 hours.

Supporting Questions

What German secret weapon did the Polish underground Home Army provide to the
British and why was this an exceptional intelligence achievement?

o The V-2 rocket was developed by Germany during World War Il and was the first
practical long-range ballistic missile. It was used to launch attacks on Allied cities,
primarily London and Belgium, and was considered a significant technological
achievement at the time.

What exclusive intelligence did the Home Army provide to the British that began the
downfall of Hitler’s military campaign to conquer Europe?

o The Polish Home Army notified the British of Hitler’s plan to invade the Soviet Union.
The British gave this information to the Soviets but Stalin didn’t believe it and didn’t
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acton it. Hitler’s senior generals were convinced that the Red Army could be
defeated in two or three months and by then the Germans would have conquered
the whole European part of Russia. Hitler’s failure to defeat the Red Army became a
crucial turning point in the war which eventually led to the Allied defeat of Germany.
e Wasitjustthe Polish Home Army in German-occupied Poland that provide critical
intelligence to the Allies or were there Polish-led espionage networks in other
German-occupied countries?

o Two Polish-led spy networks were Interallie in German-occupied France and Agency
Africa in Algeria. Algeria was under the control of the collaborationist French Vichy
government, which was loyal to the Germans. Interallie was led by Roman
Czerniawski and his French counterpart Mathilde Carré. Carré later betrayed the
Interallie organization to the Germans and Czerniawski became a double agent who
passed false information to the Germans on where the Allies would invade France.
Agency Africa was led by Mieczystaw Zygfryd Stowikowski.

Skills in Practice

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Roman Czerniawski” to
identify what happened to his Interallie spy network in German-occupied France.
Examine also his role as double agent “Brutus”, who played a major partin
convincing the Germans that the Allies would invade France at Pas-de-Calais
instead of Normandy.

e Useinformation resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Mieczystaw Zygfryd
Stowikowski” to identify his role as “Rygor” and how his intelligence work in North
Africa enabled the Allies to successfully execute the 1942 Operation Torch landings.

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Operation Barbarossa”, to
identify why Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, which is addressed in the second
paragraph of the article.

10



Section 5. Polish Technologies Contributed to the Allied Victory

Key Fact: The Germans’ Enigma Code was first cracked by Polish

Mathematicians.

Supporting Facts:

Enigma. A month before Hitler attacked Poland, the Poles gave working replicas of
Germany’s Enigma machine and operating instructions to stunned British and
French counterparts, who had struggled for years to understand and break Enigma
without success. This technology transfer enabled the British to establish their own
Enigma program and build a large electro-mechanical apparatus that was able to
decrypt German communications. Without the ability to break the Enigma codes,
the Allies likely would have lost the Battle of the Atlantic, and with that, the war.
Mark 1 Mine Detector. The Polish Mark 1 mine detector was chosen by the British
Army over their own prototype. Invented by Jozef Kosacki, more than 100,000 were
produced during the war. The Mark 1 mine detector was used in the Allied invasions
of Normandy, Sicily, and Italy.

Vickers Tank Periscope. This Polish tank periscope was invented by Rudolph
Gundlach. The patent was bought by the British and renamed the Vickers Tank
Periscope. It was used in most British and American tanks and its main advantage
was that the tank commander now had a 360-degree view and didn’t have to turn his
head to see behind him. The design was used later by the Germans and Soviets.
Swiatecki Bomb Slip. The Swiatecki bomb slip was a bomb release system
invented by Wtadystaw Swiatecki, who gave his patent to the British. It was used in
various British bombers and an updated version was made for the American B-17
Flying Fortress.

HF/DF Antenna System for Finding German U-Boats. The Royal Navy needed to
install a high frequency/direction finding (HF/DF) system on their ships to locate
German U-Boat HF transmissions. Polish engineer Waclaw Struszynski led the
British team that developed the antenna system for it. These HF/DF systems were
effective in finding and sinking U-Boats in the Battle of the Atlantic.

Supporting Questions

How did Polish mathematicians break Germany’s Enigma Code before World War I1?
o Early Decryption Success: In the early 1930s, Polish mathematicians Marian

Rejewski, Jerzy Rézycki, and Henryk Zygalski at the Polish Cipher Bureau
successfully reconstructed the German Enigma machine using mathematical
analysis and limited intelligence from French sources.
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o Invention of Cryptologic Tools: Rejewski developed the "bomba kryptologiczna," an
early electro-mechanical device used to find Enigma settings. Zygalski created
"Zygalski sheets"—a manual method to eliminate possible Enigma keys.

o Pivotal Intelligence Sharing: In 1939, just before the outbreak of WWII, the Poles
shared their Enigma breakthroughs, techniques, and replica machines with British
and French intelligence, laying the foundation for Bletchley Park’s later successes
in cracking Enigma.

e Howdid the Gundlach periscope improve tank warfare for the Allies?

o 360-Degree View: The Gundlach periscope allowed tank commanders to rotate
their view without moving their bodies, vastly improving battlefield awareness.

o Enhanced Crew Safety: Its design enabled observation from within the tank,
reducing the risk to commanders and improving tactical decision-making.

o Widespread Adoption: Due to its effectiveness, the design was adopted and
licensed by multiple Allied nations, including Britain and the U.S., and became a
Sstandard feature in modern tanks.

e How did the Swiatecki bomb slip improve bombing accuracy for the Allied air

forces?
o Stabilized Bomb Release: The Swigtecki bomb slip ensured bombs were released

smoothly and precisely from aircraft, reducing timing errors.

o Increased Accuracy: It significantly improved bombing accuracy by allowing bombs
to fall in a more controlled and consistent trajectory.

o Adopted by the Allies: Both British and American air forces integrated the
mechanism into their bombers, enhancing effectiveness in strategic bombing
campaigns.

e Why do you think Polish engineers and scientists shared their wartime inventions
with the British rather than keeping them secret?

o Allied Cooperation: Poland and Britain were united against a common enemy,
encouraging open sharing of technology to strengthen the Allied war effort.

o Limited Resources: Poland lacked the industrial capacity to fully utilize its
inventions, while Britain could mass-produce and deploy them effectively.

o Commitment to Victory: Polish scientists were driven by a strong desire to help
liberate their country and defeat Nazi Germany.

Skills in Practice

e Useinformation sources, such as the Wikipedia article “Marian Rejewski”, to describe
how Polish mathematicians broke the Enigma Code and gave the British and French
working replicas of the Enigma machine right before Hitler attacked Poland.

e Useinformation resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Polish mine detector”, to
identify how the British Army obtained the Mark | mine detector and the military
campaigns in which it was used.

12



e Useinformation resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Waclaw Struszynski” to
describe the effect that his HF/DF antenna system had on reducing convoy losses and
increasing U-Boat kills.

13



Section 6. Poland’s Extraordinary Underground Resistance

Key Fact: Poland established the largest, most organized, and most

effective resistance of the war.

Supporting Facts:

The Polish Underground State had no parallel in any other German-occupied
country. Poland was unique among all German-occupied countries by having a
Polish government-in-exile in London and an Underground Government in the
country under the noses of the Germans. The Undergound Government consisted of
a clandestine military structure and a civilian structure that reported to the Polish
government-in-exile. Complete with its own judicial, welfare, educational, and
propaganda departments, it also saved more Jewish lives than any other
government or organization.

Civilian resistance to the Germans was widespread and involved virtually the
entire population. The more intense the German terror became, the more it unified
the Poles. The Director of Civil Resistance required Poles to boycott all German
orders that would harm Poland, conduct sabotage whenever possible, and obey the
Polish underground authorities. The civilian resistance maintained Polish cultural
life through underground schools, universities, theaters, music, and secret press.
The Home Army (Armia Krajowa - AK) had 390,000 members that carried out
intelligence gathering, sabotage operations, reprisal killings of Germans, and
even full-scale uprisings.

o Intelligence Gathering. The Home Army provided critical intelligence to the
British about Hitler’s planned invasion of the Soviet Union, the German’s
drive to the Caucasus oil fields, and the German V-2 rocket site at
Peenemunde. In Operation Wildhorn Ill, the Home Army retrieved Germany’s
advanced V-2 rocket, inventoried its thousands of parts, analyzed its
guidance system and rocket fuel, and delivered everything to the British.

o Sabotage Operations. The Home Army’s sabotage operations included
25,145 various acts of sabotage, 5,733 attacks on Germans, 6,390
locomotives damaged, 19,058 railroad cars damaged, 4,326 military vehicles
damaged or destroyed, 38 railroad bridges destroyed, 92,000 defective
artillery shells produced, 107 defective aircraft radios produced, and 1,700
defective lathes produced.

o Reprisal Killings of Germans. As the Germans increased their terrorization
of the Poles, the Home Army increased its reprisal killings of Germans. The
Polish resistance killed up to 150,000 Germans. The most spectacular was

14



the murder of General Franz Kutschera, known as “The Butcher of Warsaw”,
who regularly conducted public street executions. In an operation lasting
less than a minute, Kutschera and several other Germans were killed. The 20-
year-old Pole who led the attack was also killed.

Full-Scale Uprising Against the Germans. The Home Army led Warsaw’s
insurgents in an attempt to liberate Warsaw from German occupation. The
Warsaw Uprising lasted for 63 days and nights, and cost over 185,000 civilian
lives and 17,000 insurgent lives. It was the equivalent of an American 9/11
every day for 63 days. (Detailed information is provided in Section 14, “The
Warsaw Uprising — August 1944”.)

Supporting Questions

e What made the Polish Underground State unique compared to resistance
movements in other German-occupied countries?

@)

O

It had a full civilian government structure—including judiciary, welfare, education,
and secret press—that reported to the Polish government-in-exile in London.

It had a large military arm that conducted sabotage, assassinations of Germans,
intelligence gathering, and led the Warsaw Uprising.

It organized the largest effort to save Jewish lives of any government or organization.

e Inwhat ways did Polish civilians resist German occupation and preserve their
national identity and culture?

O

They maintained underground schools, universities, theaters, newspapers, and
radio broadcasts to preserve the Polish language and their culture.

They conducted widespread sabotage and boycotts of German orders under the
direction of the Civil Resistance leadership.

They were unified across society in defiance of German terror, upholding national
solidarity and loyalty to the Polish Underground State.

e How did the Home Army contribute to the Allied war effort through intelligence,
sabotage, and direct combat?

e}

It supplied critical intelligence to the Allies, including details about the German V-2
rocket program and Hitler’s planned invasion of the Soviet Union.

It carried out large-scale sabotage operations damaging German railways, vehicles,
weapons, and infrastructure.

It engaged in direct combat through targeted assassinations and major uprisings,
most notably the Warsaw Uprising of 1944.
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Skills in Practice

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Polish Underground
State”, to identify the Civilian Structure and describe its roles and actions under
German occupation throughout the war.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Polish Underground
State”, to identify the Military Structure (Home Army) and describe its size, the
effectiveness of its sabotage operations on railroads, and the amount of
intelligence it provided to the British.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Grey Ranks” (codename
for the underground paramilitary Polish Scouting Association), to identify the three
age groups of Polish scouts during the war, the resistance activities of Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts (Girl Guides), and the combat activities of the older scouts. See also
“Polish Scouts Against the Germans” in Appendix 1.
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Section 7. Poland’s Unparalleled Rescue of Jews

Key Fact: Despite the German standing order that any Pole who aided a

Jew would be executed together with immediate family, no country or

organization can compare with Poland’s rescue efforts and successes.

Supporting Facts:

Zegota. Poland’s Zegota was part of the Underground State and the only
organization in the German-occupied countries established to rescue Jews. Zegota
was the code name for the Polish Council to Aid Jews and consisted of Poles and
Polish Jews. Despite the ever-present death penalty for aiding Jews, Zegota provided
safe houses, food, medical care, money, and false documents so that Jews would
be identified as Poles. Irena Sendler of Zegota’s Children’s Bureau, together with her
assistants, rescued up to 2,500 Jewish children from the Warsaw Ghetto and placed
them with Polish families and Catholic organizations. Up to 60,000 Jews are
estimated to have been aided by Zegota.

Polish Catholic Church. The Polish Catholic Church rescued Jewish children on a
massive scale by hiding them in convents, orphanages, and nunneries. Priests
forged birth certificates giving Jewish children new identities as Polish children.
Mother Matylda Getter rescued up to 550 Jewish children and placed many with
Polish families. Nuns from 66 Catholic orders carried out rescue actions as did
monks and male clerics from 25 Catholic orders. Also, 700 priests rescued Polish
and other European Jews.

Individual Poles. Despite the German death penalty imposed only in Poland,
individual Poles rescued thousands of Jews. Israel’s Yad Vashem honors individuals
who saved Jews and the number of Polish rescuers, over 7,200, is far more than any
other country. The number of Poles who aided Jews is estimated at up to 1,200,000.
The number of Poles who perished at the hands of the Germans for aiding Jews is
difficult to establish, with estimates ranging from several thousand to as high as fifty
thousand. We should ask ourselves if we would risk our own life and the lives of our
family members to save one or more persons in similar circumstances.

o Itwas very difficult for individual Poles to aid fugitive Jews. Almost all
Polish Jews did not speak Polish and their physical features were easily
recognized by the Germans. Because most did not assimilate, they had no
reliable Polish contacts and would not leave the ghetto. The Germans
imposed near-starvation rations on Poles, which made providing food to Jews
in hiding difficult. Poles had to buy extra food on the black market, which was
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expensive and the extra purchases needed to feed a Jewish family in hiding
raised the suspicions of neighbors. (The Germans punished Poles with death
if they knew that their neighbor was hiding Jews and did not report it to the
Gestapo.) The Germans confiscated the cattle, horses, and wheat and potato
crops of Polish farmers. Most farmers and villagers had little food to share
because of the near-starvation rations and confiscation of crops and
livestock.

o Iltwas very dangerous for individual Poles to aid Jews. In the cities, the
Germans conducted block-wide manhunts with dogs to find fugitive Jews.
These manhunts were only done in Poland and this made sheltering and
concealing Jews very difficult and dangerous. Jozef and Wiktoria Ulma,
together with their six young children, were executed by the Germans for
hiding Jews on their farm. Wiktoria was in the last month of her pregnancy
with their seventh child. Many people were needed to shelter a single Jew,
who had to be moved constantly to avoid German manhunts. Wtadystaw
Szpilman of the movie “The Pianist” was aided by 30 Poles. By contrast, it
took only one person to betray Polish rescuers and their Jewish charges,
which resulted in their immediate deaths. When the Germans started killing
Poles more frequently for aiding Jews, Poles became increasingly fearful of
helping Jews.

e Polish Diplomats secretly rescued more than 10,000 Polish and other European
Jews.

o Aleksander tados, Polish Ambassador to Switzerland, together with three
members of his staff and two Jewish representatives, falsified Latin American
passports and had them smuggled into occupied Poland for Polish and other
European Jews. Because the passports said that the holders were South
American Jews rather than European Jews, they could not be sent to Hitler’s
death camps. Abraham Silberschein, one of the two Jewish representatives,
reported that about 10,000 people were saved from being sent to the camps.

o Tadeusz Romer, Polish Ambassador to Japan, received word from the
Polish resistance that Jews who fled Poland to Lithuania were now traveling
through the Soviet Union to Japan and needed visas to leave Japan and go to
safe countries. Romer provided visas to over 2,000 Jews that enabled them to
go to the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and Palestine.

o Wojciech Rychlewicz, Polish Consul in Turkey, was a Polish intelligence
agent who prepared reports on Soviet and German activity in Turkey and the
Middle East. His most important action was to issue false certificates to
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hundreds of Jews that confirmed them as Polish Catholics. This enabled
them to travel to Palestine and several North and South American countries.
Henryk Stawik, Polish Delegate of the Polish government-in-exile in
London, escaped to Hungary, where he met with his friend Jozsef Antall, a
high-ranking Hungarian official. Antall hired Stawik to help manage a
Hungarian organization that assisted thousands of Poles and Polish Jews
who had fled to Hungary. Stawik and Antall issued false Polish passports to
more than 30,000 Polish refugees, including 5,000 Polish Jews. The two men
also established an orphanage in the town of Vac, in which 100 Jewish
children lived and survived the war. Officially, the children studied the Polish
curriculum, and in secret sessions, they learned Hebrew and read the Torah.

Supporting Questions

e Why was Poland the only occupied country where the Germans established the

death penalty for anyone aiding a Jew?

@)

The first thing the Germans did was to separate the Poles and Polish Jews. They tried
to capture and confine all Polish Jews in ghettos but couldn’t because Poles were
aiding fugitive Jews. As a result, the Germans imposed the death penalty. Even so,
Poles continued to aid Jews. The Germans also punished Poles with death if they
knew that their neighbor was hiding Jews and did not report it to the Gestapo. The
Germans didn’t need to impose this order in the other German-occupied countries
because their collaborationist governments and militias did their dirty work for
them. (The collaborationist governments and militias are concisely explained in
Section 9, Hitler’s Holocaust Helpers and Poland.)

e Whydid Poles risk death to aid fugitive Jews?

O

The three primary reasons were: (1) Some saw it as their Christian obligation to
assist, (2) Some knew the Jewish fugitives and wanted to help, (3) Some accepted
money to help with the cost of black-market food prices and sheltering them at the
risk of death by the Germans.

e Why was it difficult to rescue Polish Jews?

e}

The German death penalty discouraged providing aid. Most Polish Jews did not
speak Polish and their physical features were easily recognized by the Germans.
Unassimilated Jews were reluctant to leave the ghetto because they had no Polish
contacts. The Germans imposed near-starvation rations on Poles, which made
providing food to Jews in hiding difficult. Poles had to buy additional food on the
black market, which was expensive and the extra food needed for a Jewish family in
hiding raised the suspicions of neighbors. In the cities, the Germans conducted
block-wide manhunts with dogs to find fugitive Jews. This was done only in Poland.
Many people were needed to shelter a single Jew, who had to be moved constantly
to avoid German manhunts.
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Skills in Practice

Use information resources, such as the YouTube video “Irena Sendler: In the Name
of Their Mothers” at this link to identify the danger that she and her assistants faced
every day while rescuing Jewish children from the Warsaw Ghetto.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Rescue of Jews by Poles
during the Holocaust” to describe how you would act knowing that aiding a fugitive
Jew was punishable by your death and that of your immediate family. Use the same
information resource to describe how you would act if one or more fugitive Jews
appeared at your home at night and begged for food or shelter.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Lados Group” to identify
the group’s members and the various actions they took to deliver false passports to
Jews in German-occupied countries in order to save them from deportation to
Hitler’s death camps.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Henryk Stawik” to identify
the actions that he and his Hungarian colleague, Jozsef Antall, took to save Poles
and Polish Jews in German-occupied Hungary.
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Section 8. Poland was First to Notify the World about the
Holocaust

Key Fact: Having received reports from the Polish Underground State, the
Polish government-in-exile in London was the first to expose the

Germans’ atrocities.

Supporting Facts:

The Polish government-in-exile in London played an important role in exposing the
Germans’ atrocities. Through the press and diplomatic channels, it tried constantly
to inform the international community and Allied and neutral governments about
what was happening in Auschwitz and other camps, the Germans’ reign of terror in
Poland, and their killings of Poles and Jews.

September 1940. Captain Witold Pilecki volunteered to be captured by the
Germans in order to infiltrate the Auschwitz concentration camp, gather
intelligence, and form a resistance group of Polish prisoners. As prisoner number
4859, he secretly wrote about German atrocities at the camp in reports that were
smuggled out to the Home Army, sent to the Polish government-in-exile in London,
and shared with the British and other Allies. Pilecki’s reporting was a principal
source of intelligence about Auschwitz.

March 1941. General Sikorski, leader of the Polish government-in-exile in London,
visited Washington and asked for an American declaration condemning the
Germans for their oppressive policies against the Poles and Jews.

May 1941. The Polish government-in-exile in London sent a diplomatic note, titled
“The German Occupation of Poland”, to Allied and neutral governments about the
mass executions in Poland, deportations of Poles to Auschwitz and other camps,
and the atrocities committed against Jews.

March 1942. General Sikorski again visited Washington emphasizing the plight of
the Jews. He urged the United States to tell Hitler that the continued extermination
of entire groups of the Polish population will be met with American reprisals.

May 1942. The “Bund Report”, sent through Polish underground channels by Jewish
Bund activist Leon Feiner in Warsaw to the Polish government-in-exile in London,
presented detailed information on Hitler’s extermination of European Jews.

June 1942. Based on the Bund Report, General Sikorski made an appeal on BBC
radio calling on the Western powers to take all measures to prevent the Genocide of
Jews in occupied Poland. The British newspaper Daily Telegraph publicized the Bund
Report.
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July 1942, British Information Minister Brendan Bracken and Polish government-in-
exile officials hosted a press conference titled “The German terror in Poland”, that
detailed German atrocities across the country. American newspaper The New York
Times publicized the Bund Report.

August 1942, Polish secret courier Jan Karski covertly entered the Warsaw Ghetto at
the risk of his own life escorted by Jewish Bund activist Leon Feiner and witnessed
the horrible conditions there.

September 1942. Jan Karski entered the Izbica transit camp disguised as a
Ukrainian guard and witnessed the horrible conditions of Jews as they awaited
transport to the Belzec death camp.

December 1942. Based on Jan Karski’s reporting, Polish Foreign Minister Edward
Raczynski sent a formal report, The Mass Extermination of Jews in German
Occupied Poland, to the foreign ministers of the Allies and the 47 national
governments that sighed the United Nations Declaration. It was the first official
report informing the Allies and the West of the Genocide of Jews in German-
occupied Poland. In response to Raczynski’s report, the Joint Declaration by
Members of the United Nations Against Extermination of the Jews was issued.
February 1943. Jan Karski asked to report Hitler’s mass murders to Prime Minister
Churchill but was told he was not available. Karski then presented his report to
British Foreign Secretary Eden and other key British leaders, which fell on deaf ears.
July 1943. Jan Karski reported Hitler’s mass murders to President Roosevelt, which
also fell on deaf ears. He told the president what he had seen and emphasized the
desperate situation of Europe’s Jews. Karski told him, “All hope, Mr. President, has
been placed by the Polish nation in the hands of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.” Karski
recalled that the president “did not ask one question about the Jews.” Karski
then met Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter. Frankfurter, who was Jewish, later
said: “l did not say that he was lying, | said that | could not believe him. There is a
difference.”

Supporting Questions

When Polish secret courier Jan Karski tried to present an account of the murders of
Jews to British Prime Minister Churchill, what was he told about Churchill’s
availability and to what British official did he provide his eyewitness account?
o Karskiwas told that Churchill was too busy to meet with him and was passed off to
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden. Karski then met with Eden and provided him with a
detailed account of what he had seen. No action was taken by the British.
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Skills

When Polish secret courier Jan Karski met with President Roosevelt and presented
him with an account of the desperate situation of Europe’s Jews, what did Karski say
was Roosevelt’s response?

o Karskiwas astonished that Roosevelt did not ask one question about the Jews.
Roosevelt addressed him as “young man” (Karski was 30 years old) and said “You
will tell your leaders that we shall win this war,” and “the United States will not
abandon your country.” Roosevelt had already known about Hitler’s actions but
believed that the military defeat of Germany was the best way to stop the killing. No
action was taken by the Americans.

What was the first official report that informed the Allies and the West of the
Holocaust in German-occupied Poland?

o Thereport, called the Raczynski Note, was sent by Polish Foreign Minister Edward
Raczynski in December 1942 and was titled “The Mass Extermination of Jews in
German Occupied Poland”. The report was sent to the foreign ministers of the Allies
and the 47 national governments that signed the United Nations Declaration. It was
the first official report informing the Allies and the West of the Holocaust in German-
occupied Poland. It was based on Karski’s eyewitness reporting and the microfilm
he smuggled out of German-occupied Poland.

in Practice

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Jan Karski” and its
subparagraph “Reporting Nazi atrocities to the Western Allies” to identify other
prominent American officials with whom Jan Karski met and describe the extent to
which they took his accounts seriously.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Witold Pilecki” and its
subparagraphs “Auschwitz” and “Outside Auschwitz” to understand why Pilecki’s
reports, while inside and outside of Auschwitz, were the principal source of
intelligence on Auschwitz for the Allies.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Joint Declaration by
Members of the United Nations” to read the text of the Declaration with emphasis
on the last sentence, which pledged to hold the Germans accountable for their
crimes. Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Nuremberg trials”
and its subordinate paragraph “Verdict” to assess whether or not the 22 Germans
who were charged represented the actual number of Germans that committed the
crimes throughout the war. Assess whether the penalties imposed on each of the 22
Germans could be considered appropriate.
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Section 9. Hitler’s Holocaust Helpers and Poland

Key Fact: The Germans and their annexed Austrian partners in crime
could not have caused the deaths of so many Jews without the help of
other European countries.

Supporting Facts:

e Countries that collaborated with the Germans and deported their Jews to the
death camps: France, Holland, Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium, Norway, and Bulgaria.
Austria and Germany deported their Jews as well.

e Countries that formed militias and murdered Jews: Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia, Croatia, Romania, Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia (Czech Republic
today), Slovakia, and Hungary. German Army and SS units (Einsatzgruppen) also
murdered Jews.

e Countries that formed SS (Schutzstaffel) units that fought for Germany and
thereby extended Hitler’s campaign of mass murder. Ukraine, Denmark, Norway,
Belgium, Latvia, Estonia, Italy, France, Croatia, Holland, Hungary, Finland, Sweden,
and others.

e Poland’s many courageous actions, extensive human losses, and significant military
contributions are facts that are absent in high-school curricula about World War l.
One of Poland’s courageous actions was its refusal to help Hitler in his mass murder
of Polish and other European Jews. It is important to understand that Poland did
not commit the shameful acts of other countries.

Poland never formed a collaborationist government with the Germans

Poland never deported Jews to the death camps.

Poland never formed a militia that arrested and killed Jews.

Poland never formed an SS unit to fight under German command.

o O O O

Poles were never guards or torturers in Hitler’s death camps. Poles were
prisoners in some of them.

Supporting Questions

e What were some of the countries that collaborated with the Germans and deported
their Jews to the death camps?
o France, Holland, Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium, Norway, Bulgaria, Austria, Germany. [Note:
Austria was annexed into Germany in 1938 and all Austrian soldiers wore German
uniforms. Many of Hitler’s death camp commanders were Austrian.]
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e What were some of the countries that formed militias that murdered Jews?
o Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Croatia, Romania, Slovakia, Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia (Czech Republic today), and Hungary. German Army and SS units
(Einsatzgruppen) also murdered Jews.

e What were some of the countries that formed SS units that fought for Germany and
thereby extended Hitler’'s campaign of mass murder?

o Ukraine, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Latvia, Estonia, Italy, France, Croatia, Holland,
Hungary, Finland, Sweden, and others.

e Asother countries knowingly aided Hitler in eradicating Jews, what are some of the
shameful actions that Poland refused to do?

o (1) Poland never formed a collaborationist government with the Germans (2) Poland never
deported Jews to the death camps. (3) Poland never formed a militia that arrested and
killed Jews. (4) Poland never formed an SS unit to fight under German command. (5) Poles
were never guards or torturers in Hitler’s death camps but were prisoners in some of
those camps.

Skills in Practice

e Useinformation sources, such as the Wikipedia article “Responsibility for the
Holocaust” and the subordinate paragraph “Other states”, to discuss the following
question: Could Germany - and its partner in crime Austria - have caused the
deaths of so many European Jews without help of other countries?

e Useinformation sources, such as the YouTube video “The European Ranking of
Murderers of the Jews”, to identify the number of Jewish deaths caused by each of
the countries shown. The video’s narration is in Polish but the Closed Captions are
in English. The sound can also be muted if desired.

e Useinformation resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Waffen-SS foreign
volunteers and conscripts” to identify the various countries that formed SS units
and the ethnic groups that were conscripted into SS units, as well as to understand
why the addition of these units enabled Hitler to continue his campaign of mass
murder.
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Section 10. Roosevelt and Churchill Betray Poland to Stalin

Key Fact: Despite Poland’s sacrifices for and contributions to the Allies,
the Allies betrayed Poland and subjected the Poles to Soviet Communist
rule for the next 45 years.

Supporting Facts:

e Betrayal 1: Britain and France. In 1939, Britain and France signed military
agreements with Poland to come to her aid if attacked. When Hitler and Stalin
attacked Poland, neither Britain nor France came to Poland’s aid.

e Betrayal 2: U.S. and Britain at Tehran. Roosevelt and Churchill secretly met with
Stalin in Tehran in 1943. They agreed that Stalin will keep the eastern half of Poland
he annexed when he invaded Poland in 1939. They also agreed that Poland’s border
will be moved westward into Germany to compensate for the loss of Poland’s
eastern half that was taken by Stalin.

e Betrayal 3: U.S. and Britain at Yalta. Roosevelt and Churchill again secretly met
with Stalin, this time at Yalta in 1945. They agreed to the newly-formed Communist
government Stalin had set up in Poland and accepted Stalin’s promise that free
elections would be held. Free elections were not held and Poland remained under
oppressive Soviet rule for the next 45 years. (Poland ejected Communist rule in June
1989 after holding partially free elections. The Berlin Wall fell five months later in
November 1989. It was the partially free elections in Poland in June 1989 that
triggered the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe.)

e Betrayal 4: U.S. and Britain at Nuremberg. At the 1945 Nuremberg Trials, the U.S.,
British, and Soviets only investigated Germany’s war crimes. Stalin’s war crimes
against the Polish people and at Katyn were not addressed. The U.S. and Britain
suppressed the evidence submitted by Poland on Stalin’s massacre of 22,000 Polish
officers at Katyn. In 1990, the Soviet Union admitted it committed the Katyn war
crimes.

e Betrayal 5. Britain. One year after the war, Britain held a Victory Parade in
London to celebrate the Allies’ defeat of Germany. Britain refused to allow the
Poles to participate for fear of offending the Soviets. Even though 200,000 Polish
forces fought under British command, the British said only 25 Polish pilots would be
allowed to participate in the parade. The Polish pilots refused to take part without
their Army and Navy comrades in arms. The British pilots protested as did other
leading British figures. On the day of the parade, the Poles did not participate.
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Supporting Questions

Skills

What did Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin agree on about Poland when they secretly
met at the 1943 Tehran Conference?

o Stalin will keep the eastern half of Poland he annexed when he invaded Poland. To
compensate Poland for the loss of its eastern half, Poland’s border will be moved
westward into Germany,.

What did Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin agree on about Poland when they secretly
met at the 1945 Yalta Conference?

o Stalin’s newly-formed Communist government in Poland will be the official
government. Stalin promised to hold free elections after the war but did not.

At the Nuremberg Trials held right after World War Il, why wasn’t Stalin’s massacre
of 22,000 Polish officers at Katyn tried as a war crime?

o The Soviet Union was given the responsibility to investigate war crimes in Eastern
Europe. The Katyn massacre was a war crime in Eastern Europe but the U.S. and
Britain suppressed the evidence provided by Poland. As a result, the Soviet Union
did not investigate itself for committing the Katyn war crime.

in Practice

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Katyn massacre” to
identify the various types of international crimes that were assigned to the
massacre and provide a definition of each.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “London Victory
Celebrations of 1946” and the paragraph “Controversy about Poland” to identify why
the British refused to allow Poles that fought under British command to march in the
parade. Determine if the reason is that the British did not want to offend the Soviets,
who by now had established a Communist government in Poland enabled earlier by
Churchill and Roosevelt.

Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Tehran Conference” and
its subordinate paragraph “Political decisions” to identify what Roosevelt, Churchill,
and Stalin decided about Poland’s borders and why they decided this in secret
without Poland’s participation or knowledge.
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Section 11. Genocide — Facts You Should Know

Key Fact: The legal concept of Genocide did not exist in international law
and Polish-Jewish lawyer Rafat Lemkin developed it in response to the
atrocities committed by the Germans.

Supporting Facts:

e The 1948 Genocide Convention defines Genocide and makes it an international
crime. Article Il states that Genocide is the partial or complete destruction of a
people solely because of their nationality, ethnicity, race, or religion.

e The five acts of Genocide are:

o (1) Killing members of the group,
= Such as shooting, hanging, gassing, or beating to death Poles and
Jews,
o (2) Causing serious bodily or mental harm,
= Such as pseudo-medical experiments on Jews in Auschwitz and on
Polish women “Rabbits” at Ravensbruck,
o (3) Making them live in conditions intended to partially or completely
destroy them,
= Such as imprisoning Poles and Jews in concentration and death
camps, and imprisoning Poles in Soviet Gulag camps,
o (4) Preventing births within the group,
= Such as the deaths of Jewish infants in Auschwitz and forced
abortions of Polish women slave laborers in Germany,
o (5) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.
=  Such as the German kidnapping of 196,000 Polish children for
Germanization because of their Aryan features.

e Stalin committed Genocide against the Poles by murdering Polish “class
enemies” and deporting up to one million Poles to forced labor camps where many
thousands died because of the severe conditions. In addition, Stalin’s Secret Police
carried out the execution of 22,000 captured Polish officers in the Katyn Forest.

e The Ukrainian Insurgent Army committed Genocide against the Poles through
direct physical killing. Ukrainian Insurgent Army members were ethnic Ukrainians
and Polish citizens. They massacred about 110,000 Poles in order to remove them
from Poland’s Wolyn and Eastern Galicia areas and make it part of an independent
Ukrainian state. As a result, hundreds of settlements ceased to exist.
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Supporting Questions

e Whatis the international law that prohibits Genocide and makes it a crime?

o Theinternational law is the 1948 Genocide Convention, commonly called “The
Genocide Convention”. It was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 9
December 1948 and entered into force as international law on 12 January 1951.
There are 153 signatories, including the United States.

e Whydid the international community need to have a law created for Genocide?

o The concept of Genocide did not exist in international law. Polish Jewish lawyer
Rafal Lemkin developed the concept in response to the atrocities the Germans
committed against Poles, Jews, and Roma during World War Il. Lemkin invented the
word Genocide from two words: genos, from the Greek word for family or tribe, and
cide, from the Latin word meaning killing. It was included in his 1944 work “Axis Rule
in Occupied Europe”, which documented the atrocities of the Germans.

e What principle determines whether or not a destructive act is Genocide?

o The key principle is the intent. If the intent is to physically destroy individuals only
because they belong to a national group, ethnic group, racial group, or religious
group, the destructive act is Genocide. There are five acts of Genocide. If any of the
five acts are intended to physically destroy any of these four groups, whether
partially or entirely, it is Genocide.

e Does Genocide require the destruction of all members of a national, ethnic, racial,
or religious group?

o No. Partial destruction of the group is also Genocide.

e During World War Il, what three aggressors committed Genocide against the Polish
people, which made them victims of a triple Genocide?

o The three aggressors were Hitler, Stalin, and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army. Hitler
committed Genocide against Poles and Polish Jews. Stalin and the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army committed Genocide against Poles but not against Jews.

Skills in Practice

e Use information sources, such as Wikipedia’s article “Massacres of Poles in
Volhynia and Eastern Galicia”, to understand the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s
Genocide of the Poles. Explain why the Ukrainian Insurgent Army consisted of ethnic
Ukrainians who were Polish citizens.

e Use information resources, such as Wikipedia’s article “Evacuation of Polish
civilians from the USSR in World War II”, to examine how Poles who survived Stalin’s
campaign of Genocide ended up in Iran, India, Palestine, New Zealand, British
Africa, and Mexico.
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e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Stanistawa Leszczynska”
to identify her actions as a midwife to deliver and save Jewish babies in Auschwitz.
Examine her efforts to deliver Jewish infants and the actions taken by the German
nurse to prevent her efforts. (Stanistawa Leszczynska is pronounced “Stan-ee-
swava Lesh-chin-ska”.)
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Section 12. Hitler’s Death and Concentration Camps in German-

Occupied Poland, Germany, and Austria

Key Fact: Polish Jews and Poles were major camp victims.

Supporting Facts:

e Three death camps were secretly built for Polish Jews (Operation Reinhard).
o Belzec-435,000 deaths
o Sobibor-180,000 deaths
o Treblinka-781,000 deaths

e Three other death camps were built mainly for European Jews.

o

o

(@]

Chelmno - 150,000 deaths
Majdanek - 59,000 deaths
Auschwitz Complex (Auschwitz-Birkenau and Auschwitz)
= Jews -1 million deaths
=  Poles-75,000 deaths
= Roma-2,000 deaths
=  Soviet POWs - 15,000 deaths
=  QOther nationalities — 15,000 deaths

e Some of the Concentration Camps where Poles died:

©c O O O O O O

©)

Mauthausen-Gusen —up to 50,000 Polish deaths
Auschwitz — 75,000 Polish deaths
Sachsenhausen — 20,000 Polish deaths
Gross-Rosen — 40,000 Polish deaths
Neuengamme - 17,000 Polish deaths

Dachau - 10,000 Polish deaths

Ravensbruck - 17,000 deaths of Polish women
Stutthof — 65,000 Polish deaths

Buchenwald - 4,900 Polish deaths

e There were also special camps for Polish children where many died. These were

the Potulice concentration camp, the Kinder-KZ Litzmannstadt for Polish boys, and

the forced labor camp for Polish girls at Dzierzazna.

e There were also extermination centers in which the Germans carried out a

campaign of mass murder that targeted people with disabilities. Originally carried
out as “Aktion T4” in Germany, it was expanded to include Austria, German-

occupied Poland, and the German-occupied Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
(now the Czech Republic).
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Supporting Questions

e What was the objective of Operation Reinhard?

o Operation Reinhard was the codename of the secret German plan to eliminate
Polish Jews in the General Government, a district of German-occupied Poland. The
General Government was established to brutally suppress Poles and Polish Jews
and use them for forced labor. Operation Reinhard was named after Reinhard
Heydrich. He chaired the Wannsee Conference on the "Final Solution”, which was
the plan to eliminate Jews in German-occupied Europe. The three secret Operation
Reinhard camps were Belzec, Treblinka, and Sobibor.

e How many death camps did the Germans build for Polish and other European Jews,
and can you name them?

o The Germans built six death camps in German-occupied Poland. They were Belzec,
Treblinka, Sobibor, Chelmno (Kulmhof), Majdanek, and Auschwitz-Birkenfeld. The
camps were situated in remote areas of German-occupied Poland. This made it
possible for the Germans to carry out mass killings without drawing public attention.

e What was Hitler’s Aktion T4 program and in what countries was it implemented?

o Aktion T4 was a campaign of mass murder that targeted people with disabilities.
Originally carried out in Germany, it was expanded to include Austria, German-
occupied Poland, and the German-occupied Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
(now the Czech Republic). The killings took place from September 1939 until the end
of World War Il in Europe in 1945. About 275,000 to 300,000 people were killed in
various facilities.

Skills in Practice

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Auschwitz concentration
camp”, to identify how the Auschwitz, Auschwitz Birkenau, and Auschwitz Monowitz
camps were established and who were the first groups of prisoners in those camps.

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Aktion T4” and its
subparagraphs “Killing of children” and “killing of Adults” to understand what the T4
program was and identify in what countries the T4 program was carried out.

e Useinformation resources, such as this Guide’s “Section 11. Genocide — Facts You
Should Know” and Wikipedia article “Genocide Convention” to determine if
Germany’s T4 program constituted Genocide. Although Article Il of the Genocide
Convention does not include the disabled as a victim group, discuss the intent of
the Germans and based on this, decide if the killings that targeted people with
disabilities qualifies as Genocide.
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Section 13. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising — April 1943

Key Fact: The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was the Armed Resistance of

Polish Jews aided by the Polish Resistance against the Germans.

Supporting Facts:

After the ghetto was sealed, conditions in the ghetto became very poor. In a
period of about 20 months, 92,000 inhabitants of the Warsaw ghetto died from
starvation, disease, or exposure.

Because most of the ghetto’s Jews had already been deported to the Treblinka
extermination camp, the order was given to “liquidate” (destroy) the ghetto and
transport the remaining Jews to the death camps.

Two Jewish groups fought the Germans separately. Jewish Military Union
members had prior Polish military training and some members were former Polish
Army officers and enlisted men. Jewish Combat Organization members were
young idealists, had pro-Soviet leanings, and no military experience. Because of
their ideological differences, the two groups did not unite and instead fought the
Germans separately.

The Polish Resistance assisted both Jewish groups. Polish Resistance units
provided machine guns, pistols, ammunition, explosives, grenades, detonators for
bombs, potassium for Molotov cocktails, various training, and escape routes
through the sewer tunnels.

Two Flags Flew together over the Ghetto — one Jewish and one Polish. During the
fiercest fighting, Jewish Military Union fighters hung out two flags, one Jewish (white
and blue) and the other Polish (white and red). This symbol of solidarity enraged the
Germans. The flags were seen far and wide and greatly inspired Polish Jews in the
ghetto and Poles outside the ghetto. The Germans tried to remove the flags for three
days and one soldier was killed in the process.

Largest Jewish revolt during World War Il. As the Germans entered the ghetto,
they were ambushed by Jewish insurgents and forced to retreat. After fighting for 27
days, the Germans were finally able to crush the resistance. Up to 13,000 Jews died,
half of whom perished in their bunkers set on fire by the Germans. During the
uprising, Polish Resistance members fought the Germans at different locations
inside and outside the ghetto, in which some were killed. The Germans also suffered
a surprising number of dead and wounded.
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Supporting Questions

e Why was the order given to “liquidate” (destroy) the Warsaw Ghetto?

O

Up to 400,000 Polish Jews inhabited the Warsaw Ghetto and most had already been
deported to the death camps or died in the ghetto from starvation and disease.
Although the Germans told them they were being sent “for resettlement in the East’,
most knew by this time that this meant the death camps. Because about 50,000
Jews remained in the ghetto, the order was given to destroy it and carry out their
deportation to the death camps.

e What were the two main groups of Jewish fighters and why didn’t they fight the

Germans together?

@)

They were the Jewish Military Union and the Jewish Combat Organization. The
Jewish Military Union was formed by former officers of the Polish Army and had ties
to the Polish underground’s Home Army. Members of the Jewish Combat
Organization were young, pro-Communist, and had no military training. Both groups
were given weapons, ammunition, and training by the Home Army. The two groups
fought the Germans separately because of their ideological differences.

e What were the living conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto and how did they affect the

Polish Jews that were forced to live there?

O

After the ghetto was sealed, conditions in the ghetto became very poor. The
Germans deliberately subjected the people to extreme overcrowding and severe
food shortages. Hunger and starvation were a constant threat. The average ration for
Jewish adults was 1,125 calories a day, which later fell to 180 calories a day. Most
adults need 2,000 calories a day to stay alive. In a period of about 20 months, 92,000
inhabitants of the ghetto died from starvation, disease, or exposure.

Skills in Practice

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Warsaw Ghetto Uprising”
and the subordinate paragraph “Casualties”, to identify the German daily losses of
killed and wounded, as well as and the figures for killed or captured Jews, Poles,
Jews and bandits, Polish bandits, and bandits.

e Usingthe same information resource, suggest a reason why Stroop used the terms

“Poles” and “Polish bandits”. The answer is that Heinrich Himmler prohibited the

use of the word “partisan” in German reports. The word “partisan” specifically

meant a Polish resistance fighter.

e Use information resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Janusz Korczak” and its

subordinate paragraphs “The Holocaust” and “Personal life and death”, to learn
about this heroic individual who cared for Jewish orphans in the Warsaw Ghetto and
what he did when the Germans transported them to the Treblinka death camp.
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Section 14. The Warsaw Uprising — August 1944

Key Fact: The Warsaw Uprising was the Largest Single Insurgency during
the Entire War. It lasted for 63 days and nights and about 200,000 Polish
lives were lost - the equivalent of a “9/11” each day.

Supporting Facts:

The Warsaw Uprising’s Objective. As the Soviets advanced into Poland, the
Germans began to retreat from Warsaw. The Uprising’s objective was to liberate
Warsaw from the Germans and prevent the Soviets from installing a Communist
puppet regime before they entered the city. The Poles did not know that Roosevelt
and Churchill secretly met with Stalin earlier in Tehran and agreed to give control of
Poland to Stalin.

As the Germans retreated, the Home Army attacked and gained control of
several city areas. Hitler was incensed at the attacks by the Poles. He ordered the
Germans to raze Warsaw to the ground and murder all of its inhabitants. He then
directed a counter-attack with 21,000 additional SS troops to crush the uprising.
Meanwhile, the Soviets halted their advance and remained outside the city. Stalin’s
purpose was to let the Germans destroy the Polish resistance which, if allowed to
survive, would then fight against Soviet Communist rule.

The Germans brutally slaughtered thousands of Polish civilians. Two particularly
ruthless units were the Dirlewanger Brigade and the Kaminski Brigade, that operated
as execution squads and carried out brutal massacres of civilians, building by
building, block by block, regardless of age or gender (thousands of children were
murdered). Civilians were killed directly outside their homes or driven to other sites,
robbed, and then machine-gunned. Corpses were piled high in the streets and then
burned. The Germans strapped Polish women to the fronts of their tanks as they
advanced toward Home Army strongholds, forcing the Poles to hold fire. Hospitals
were destroyed, and all patients, doctors, and nurses inside were immediately shot.
The Home Army was defeated after 63 days and surrendered. The entire city of
Warsaw was then evacuated. The civilians were sent to concentration camps. The
Home Army soldiers, both men and women, were granted combatant status by
Britain and the U.S., and this was honored by the Germans. They marched out of
Warsaw into prisoner-of-war camps and were grudgingly respected by the Germans
for their valiant fight. The number of Polish deaths was approximately 185,000
civilians and 17,000 Resistance fighters.
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e The Germans respected the Home Army Soldiers. For some German soldiers, the
Warsaw Uprising brought uncomfortable truths. One German soldier who was
profoundly disillusioned wrote: “They came out with fully deserved honors after true
heroism in battle. In truth they fought better than we did.”

e Allied aircraft tried to drop supplies to the Polish resistance during the Warsaw
Uprising but more than 50 percent fell into German hands. Their efforts were further
hampered by Stalin’s refusal to allow the aircraft to land in Soviet territory.

o After the evacuation of Warsaw, the Germans systematically destroyed the city,
demolishing it block by block. By the end of the war, 85 percent of Warsaw was
destroyed. Every building was stripped of valuables and all major landmarks, such
as the Royal Castle, were dynamited. After the Germans left Warsaw, the Soviets
entered in January 1945 and found a city in ruins. Nothing had been left but rubble,
dust, and misery, and 45 years of Soviet-imposed Communism were yet to come.

e The Soviets did not bring liberty to the Poles. Having pushed the barbaric
Germans out of Warsaw and Poland, the Red Army became the new merciless
occupier of Poland. Moscow's secret police, the NKVD (Peoples Commissariat of
Internal Affairs) became a de facto ruler of Poland. For the next 45 years, the
Communists brutally suppressed Poland’s pro-Western underground and
clandestine civilian authorities, and installed local Communist puppets throughout
the country. After 45 years of tyrannical rule, the Communist authorities relented to
the demands of the anti-authoritarian Solidarnosc (Solidarity) movement that began
in 1980. On June 4, 1989, partially free elections were held in which Solidarity’s
candidates won all possible seats in the Lower House and 99 out of 100 seats in the
Senate. Three months later in November 1989, the Berlin Wall fell.

Supporting Questions

e What was the objective of the Warsaw Uprising?
o The Uprising’s objective was to liberate Warsaw from the Germans and prevent the
incoming Soviets from establishing Communist control before they entered the city. The
Germans began to retreat as the Red Army advanced, and the Poles saw this as their
opportunity to show the Soviets that Warsaw and Poland were to be governed by the
Poles.
e When the Poles began taking back their city, what was Hitler’s reaction and what did
he order to be done?
o Hitler was incensed that the Poles had begun taking back their city and ordered Warsaw to
be razed to the ground and all of its inhabitants murdered. Hitler sent 21,000 additional
troops to ensure that his order was carried out. The Germans committed heinous
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genocidal massacres in the Wola and Ochota districts, which together claimed about
60,000 Polish civilians.
e Whydid Stalin order the Red Army to stop advancing and remain on the outskirts of
the city?

o Stalin’s purpose was to let the Germans destroy the Polish resistance which, if allowed to
survive, would then fight against Soviet Communist rule, which is precisely what occurred.
Directly after the war ended, many members of the Polish resistance formed clandestine
groups and began fighting the Soviet-backed Communist government installed by Stalin.
These groups continued their armed struggle against the Communist government and
waged guerrilla warfare well into the 1950s. Their operations included attacks against
prisons and state security offices, detention facilities for political prisoners, and
concentration camps that had been set up by the Soviets, some of which were former
German camps.

e Why s the Warsaw Uprising considered a major eventin WWII history?

o Itis considered a major event in WWII history because of its symbol of resistance against
tyranny, the immense sacrifices made by the Polish people, and its impact on the post-
war geopolitical order.

o The objective of the Warsaw Uprising was to liberate Warsaw from German occupation
and assert Polish independence before the Soviet Red Army could take control.

o The uprising lasted for 63 days, resulting in over 185,000 civilian deaths, 17,000 Polish
resistance fighter deaths, and significant destruction of the city. It failed to achieve its goal
due to the lack of external support and the overwhelming German forces.

Skills in Practice

e Useinformation sources, such as the Wikipedia article “Wola massacre”, to identify
and describe the heinous atrocities committed by the Germans.

e Useinformation resources, such as the Wikipedia article “Warsaw Uprising” and its
subordinate paragraph “Stalemate” to identify how Himmler described the ferocity
of the Polish resistance as it engaged in urban warfare against the Germans.

e Useinformation resources, such as the YouTube video at this link, to understand
and describe the lasting impression that the Warsaw Uprising continues to have on
today’s Poles.
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Appendix 1 - Did You Know?

Appendix 1 offers additional facts about Poland in World War Il. They are directly relevant to
the information in the Guide and are intended to provide helpful context for educators and
students. Some of the facts include hyperlinks to sources that provide additional
information.

1. Poles were the first prisoners of Auschwitz. Auschwitz main camp (Auschwitz ) was
set up for Poles, who were the first prisoners together with a small number of Polish Jews.
Poles accounted for the majority of the camp’s population until mid-1942. Auschwitz

Birkenau (Auschwitz Il) was built later for European Jews, although others also died there.

2. Zyklon-B Gassing. The first camp prisoners put to death by Zyklon gas were Soviet
POWs (prisoners of war) and Poles at Auschwitz in August or September 1941. See also the
Wikipedia article “Auschwitz concentration camp”.

3. Death Penalty for Aiding Jews. Only in Poland did the Germans establish an order that
anyone aiding a Jew would be executed together with immediate family. Despite the death
penalty and according to Israel’s Yad Vashem, Poles exceed by far the number of Jewish
rescues of other countries. As of January 2022, 7,232 Poles have been recognized as
Righteous among the Nations, making it the largest group of rescuers by nationality. These
names are by no means a complete listing. Yad Vashem can only honor the names that
have been reported after passing a rigorous test of verification. There were many other
Poles about whom we know nothing. Some sheltered a Jewish family for only two or three
days, even though the danger of discovery was highest. Some were killed by the Germans
together with their Jewish charges, leaving no trace. Some did their duty during the war and
kept their silence. There is no disputing that those who have been recognized by Yad
Vashem represent but a fraction of those who deserve to be. Although there are Righteous
Poles known to Yad Vashem, there are many other Poles known only to God. See also the
Wikipedia article “German retribution against Poles who helped Jews”.

4. Myth - Hitler Started World War Il to Destroy European Jews. Hitler had no such plan
when he attacked Poland. As evidenced by his Generalplan Ost and Lebensraum program,
Hitler did not attack Poland to eradicate Polish Jews. His objective was to annihilate the
Poles, take over their land, and settle it with Germans. In the first year of the war, he
considered transporting Jews to Madagascar. However, the Madagascar Plan was
abandoned after the Germans lost the Battle of Britain. See also the Wikipedia article
“Madagascar Plan”.

5. Polish Officers Secretly Trained Jewish Fighters. In the late 1930s, Polish officers
secretly trained Jewish fighters who later carried out attacks on the British in Palestine.
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They were members of Irgun, one the underground groups that fought the British to
establish the state of Israel.

6. Fun Fact - Wojtek the Bear. When Poles arrived in Iran in 1942 after Stalin issued an
“amnesty”, Polish soldiers met a young Iranian boy at a railroad station who had found an
orphaned bear cub. (For the story on Stalin’s “amnesty”, see entry 7 below.) They bought
the cub, gave it to the 22nd Artillery Supply Company, and named it Wojtek (pronounced
“Voy-tek”). Wojtek went with the soldiers from Iran to Iraq, and then through Syria,
Palestine, and Egypt. The cub grew up and by the time of the Battle of Monte Cassino in
Italy in early 1944, he weighed 200 pounds and reportedly enjoyed beer and cigarettes. As
an enlisted soldier with his own paybook, rank, and serial number, he lived with the men.
According to various accounts, during the Battle of Monte Cassino, when Wojtek’s unit
delivered ammunition, he helped by carrying 100-pound crates of 25-pound artillery shells.
It was this role in the Battle of Monte Cassino that earned him his promotion to the rank of
corporal. In recognition of the bear’s popularity, the Polish 2nd Corps headquarters
approved the image of a bear carrying an artillery shell as the official emblem of the 22nd

Artillery Supply Company. See also the Wikipedia article “Wojtek (bear)”.

7. Stalin’s “Amnesty” of Poles. During 1940 and 1941, Stalin arrested and deported over 1
million Polish civilians to the Soviet gulags and labor camps, where many thousands died.
After Hitler attacked the Soviet Union in June 1941, Stalin granted “amnesty” to the
surviving Polish civilians and soldiers. The purpose was to form a Polish army and help
Stalin fight the Germans. However, because Stalin wouldn’t provide the “amnestied” Poles
with suitable weapons and equipment, 120,000 soldiers and civilians left the Soviet Union
under General Wtadystaw Anders and arrived in Iran in April 1942. They then traveled
through Iraq, Syria, and into Palestine, where they were properly equipped by the British.
The Polish 2nd Corps was created there and placed under British command. It later fought
in the Italian campaign with distinction, particularly in the Battle of Monte Cassino. See
also Wikipedia article “2nd Polish Corps (Polish Armed Forces in the West)”.

8. German Jews in Hitler’s Military Forces. According to historian Bryan Mark Rigg in his
book Hitler's Jewish Soldiers: The Untold Story of Nazi Racial Laws and Men of Jewish
Descentin the German Military, about 150,000 German Jews served in Hitler’s armed
forces, and a few were senior officers. A few thousand were fully Jewish, about 60,000 were
half-Jewish, and another 90,000 were one-quarter-Jewish. Also, about half of Germany’s
500,000 Jews emigrated from Germany before Hitler attacked Poland to start World War Il.
These facts undermine the myth that Hitler started World War Il to destroy European Jews.

9. The Romani Holocaust was the Genocide of European Roma and Sinti people during
World War Il. The Germans subjected Romani people to incarceration, forced labor,
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deportation, and mass murder in concentration and extermination camps. Estimates of
Roma and Sinti deaths are about 200,000 to 500,000 of the 1 or 2 million Roma in Europe.
See also the Wikipedia article “Romani Holocaust”.

10. Austria was Hitler’s Partner in Crime. Many Austrians greeted the Anschluss (Hitler's
1938 annexation of Austria that made it part of Germany) and supported his Nazi regime.
950,000 Austrians fought in the German armed forces. Other Austrians participated in the
Nazi administration, from death camp personnel to senior leadership. The majority of the
officials who carried out the “Final Solution” were Austrian. 58 of 75 concentration camp
commandants, 40 percent of male and female camp guards, and 14 percent of all SS were
Austrian. See also Wikipedia article “Austria within Nazi Germany”.

11. The Polish Catholic Clergy Was Persecuted Like No Other Clergy. In World War I,
2,801 members of the clergy lost their lives; they were either murdered during the
occupation or killed in military maneuvers. Among them were 6 bishops, 1,926 diocesan
priests and clerics, 375 priests and clerics from monastic orders, 205 brothers, and 289
sisters. 599 diocesan priests and clerics were killed in executions, as well as 281 members
of the monastic clergy (priests, brothers and sisters). Few people are aware that 90 percent
of the Christian clergy murdered in Dachau were Poles, and that of all the Catholic clergy
in occupied Europe, only Polish priests were used for medical experimentation. There
were 1,773 Polish priests at Dachau and 878 died. See also Wikipedia article “Nazi
persecution of the Catholic Church in Poland”.

12. Hitler’s Genocidal Directive for Poles. A week before Germany attacked Poland,
Hitler met with his senior generals and issued the following genocidal order: “I have issued
the command - and I'll have anybody who utters but one word of criticism executed by a
firing squad — that our war aim does not consist in reaching certain lines, but in the physical
destruction of the enemy. Accordingly, | have placed my death-head formation in readiness
—for the present only in the East — with orders to them to send to death mercilessly and
without compassion, men, women, and children of Polish derivation and language.
Only thus shall we gain the living space (Lebensraum) which we need.” See also Wikipedia
article “Hitler's Obersalzberg Speech”.

13. German Terrorization of Poles. The Germans terrorized the Polish countryside by
“pacifying” (destroying) 817 Polish villages. Villages that the Germans thought were aiding
the Polish resistance or harboring Jews were burned down and the people, including many
women and children, were murdered. Some of the villages became extinct. This number
does notinclude Polish villages destroyed by the Soviets in eastern Poland, which was
occupied by the Red Army.
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14. Colonel Francis (Gabby) Gabreski (born Franciszek Stanistaw Gabryszewski) was the
top American fighter ace in Europe during World War Il. The son of Polish immigrants, he
was also a jet fighter ace in the Korean War, the first U.S. combat pilot to become an ace in
two wars, and one of only seven U.S. pilots to do so. He was also the third highest scoring
ace in U.S. history. See also the Wikipedia article “Gabby Gabreski”.

15. Lieutenant Colonel Matt Urban (born Matthew Louis Urbanowicz) was one of the most
decorated American combat soldiers of World War Il. The son of Polish immigrants, Urban
performed valiantly in combat despite being wounded in action several times. The
Germans nicknamed him "The Ghost" for his uncanny ability to come back from life-
threatening injuries, always going back to the front lines for more. He was in combat in
Northern Africa, Sicily, Italy, France and on the road to Berlin. Urban refused to leave his
fellow soldiers and when they tried to send him home from the combat hospitals, he went
back to the action and led his men to victory repeatedly. Urban received over a dozen
personal decorations for combat, including seven Purple Hearts. He received the Medal of
Honor, three other U.S. decorations, and one foreign decoration for his actions in France
and Belgium. See also the Wikipedia article “Matt Urban”.

16. Invention of the Walkie-Talkie. Henryk Magnuski invented a radio transceiver, called
the Walkie-Talkie, that U.S. soldiers carried by themselves in a dedicated backpack. In 1939
before Hitler attacked Poland, he was sent to the U.S. to work at the GMC company, which
later became Motorola. His Walkie-Talkie enabled communications between infantry,
artillery, and armored forces. GMC produced 43,000 Walkie-Talkies, which accompanied
American soldiers on the fronts of Europe and the Pacific. Magnuski also developed a
microwave radio beacon, which was used on American aircraft carriers that enabled fighter
planes to land at night and in the fog. See also the Wikipedia article “Henryk Magnuski”.

17. The Real-Life Heroism of Jan and Antonina Zabinski. Jan and Antonina Zabinski
rescued 300 Polish Jews and their bravery was made into the Hollywood movie “The
Zookeeper's Wife”. Jan Zabinski was a zoologist, scientist, and director of the renowned
Warsaw Zoo before and during World War Il. He and his wife Antonina, and their son
Ryszard, used their private home and the zoo to shelter 300 fugitive Polish Jews. Israel’s Yad
Vashem honored the two Zabinskis as Righteous Among the Nations. See also the
Wikipedia article “Jan Zabinski”.

18. The Ravensbriick “Rabbits”. 74 Polish women were subjected to medical experiments
in the Ravensbrick concentration camp. They were healthy young women and girls — the
youngest was 16 years old. They were nicknamed “kaninchen” (rabbits) by the Germans
because they were used as human laboratory animals. The experiments involved infecting
wounds with rusty nails, broken shards of glass, dirt or sawdust, and treating the infected
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wounds with sulfa drugs and removing or amputating bone, muscle, and nerve tissue to
study regeneration. The Ravensbruck concentration camp held more than 130,000 women
and children between 1933 and 1945. Some 92,000 of those inmates died. Polish women
were the largest group in the camp, totaling 40,000, of which only 8,000 survived. See also
the website The Rabbits of Ravensbriick, Saving the Rabbits of Ravensbruck.

19. Myth - Polish Cavalry Charged German Tanks. Almost every army in Europe, including
the Germans, used mounted cavalry for scouting and mobile infantry. The purpose was to
quickly move to areas where firepower was needed, dismount, and fight the enemy with
anti-tank guns and small arms. So, what did happen on the day that “Polish cavalry
charged German tanks”? Only hours after the German invasion, two squadrons of
horsemen from the Polish 18th Lancer Regiment caught a German infantry unit in the open
near the town of Krojanty. Having the advantage over the unaware and lightly armed
Germans, the Poles swiftly attacked. Soon, several German armored cars appeared and
opened fire. The Lancers were caught in the open, just as they had caught the German
infantry in the open. In the ensuing melee, about two dozen Polish troops were killed. At
that point, several war correspondents, including American journalist William Shirer, were
escorted by the Germans onto the battlefield. They were told that the bodies they saw were
the result of an attack with horses and lances against the tanks, and they breathlessly
repeated the story in their papers. What Shirer “saw” was only what the Germans had told
him. He wrote about the “cavalry charge” in his 1941 book Berlin Diary, and embellished it
even more in his 1959 book The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich. See also the Wikipedia
article “Charge at Krojanty”.

20. Myth - Communism in Eastern Europe Began to Collapse with the Fall of the Berlin
Wall. It was Poland’s nine-year-long Solidarity movement led by Lech Walesa that began
the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe. Solidarity was a social movement that
began in August 1980 and quickly grew to 10 million people. Solidarity leaders were
imprisoned but the movement continued as an underground organization led in
considerable part by Polish women. After nine years of tyrannical rule and multiple Polish
activist deaths, the Communist authorities relented and on June 4, 1989, partially free
elections were held. Solidarity candidates won all possible seats in the Lower House and
99 out of 100 seats in the Senate. Three months later, in November 1989, the Berlin Wall
fell. See also the Wikipedia article “1989 Polish parliamentary election”.

21. Actions of the Jewish Councils and Jewish Ghetto Police. Employing a divide and
conquer strategy, the Germans separated Poles and Polish Jews. As the Germans began
their Genocide of the Polish intelligentsia, they established ghettos for the Jews and
ordered Jewish Councils to be formed to govern the ghetto population. Jewish Ghetto

42


https://www.rememberravensbruck.com/projects
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charge_at_Krojanty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1989_Polish_parliamentary_election

Police were formed from ghetto volunteers to carry out the orders of the Councils. The
Warsaw ghetto was the largest of the ghettos with about 2,500 Jewish Ghetto Police and up
to 400,000 people. The Warsaw ghetto Jewish Council selected Jews for deportation to the
death camps and the Jewish Ghetto Police dragged them to the loading platform. At that
point, 50 Germans appeared together with 200 Ukrainian and 200 Baltic auxiliaries to
supervise the loading of victims onto the train cars. Yitzhak Zuckerman, leader of the
Jewish Combat Organization during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising wrote that, were it not for
the Jewish Ghetto Police, the Germans would have had to bring in 10,000 soldiers to do
their own work. This little-known fact was the case in ghettos throughout German-
occupied Poland and remains a dark chapter in the Holocaust record. Whether the Jewish
Councils and Jewish Ghetto Police collaborated by delivering thousands of their own to
their German executioners or instead could have resisted and made the Germans do their
own dirty work are questions that will continue to be debated.

22. Why 97 Percent of Poland’s People are Ethnic Poles. When Hitler and Stalin attacked
Poland in 1939, the country’s people were multiethnic, multilingual, and multireligious. The
1931 census recorded a total population of 32 million. Of these, 22 milion were Poles, 4.5
million were Ukrainians, 3 million were Jews, 1 million were Belorussians, 750 thousand
were Germans, and the remainder were listed as “locals”. Prior to and during the war, many
of the citizens of Poland’s minorities considered themselves to be Polish citizens and were
prepared to fight and die under the Polish flag. The Polish war cemetery at Monte Cassino
demonstrates this. In one corner there are crooked crosses marking the graves of Poles of
Uniate or Eastern Orthodox faith and diametrically opposite are the graves of Polish Jews
marked by a Star of David. However, after the German eradication of Poland’s Jews and the
redrawing of borders after World War Il, modern Poland is now 97 percent ethnic Polish.

23. Why the Term “Nazi” is Used. “Nazi” is the shortened name of Hitler’s political party,
which was the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (in English: National
Socialist German Workers' party). “Nationalsozialistische” was shortened to “Nazi”. It’s
important to remember that it was the German nation and its people that committed the
racist mass murders that took the lives of millions. As time goes by, the Germans continue
to disappear from public awareness and are replaced by the term “Nazis”. The Nazis have
no homeland or children; they evaporated in 1945. Calling these Germans and their
Austrian partners in crime “Nazis” de-Germanizes their indefensible, barbaric acts and
indisputable guilt. See also the Wikipedia article “Nazi Party”.

24. Polish Destroyer Piorun and German Battleship Bismarck. In the Allied hunt for the
Bismarck, the Piorun (English: “Lightning”) was first to locate the German battleship.
Commanded by Eugeniusz Ptawski, the Piorun was half the size of the Bismarck. While
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exchanging fire with the German battleship for an hour, Ptawski continuously signaled “l am
a Pole”. Because it was low on fuel, the Piorun was ordered home before she could use her
torpedoes. Ptawski was reluctant to leave the area and ignored the British order for an hour
before returning to the United Kingdom. In the next two days, the Bismarck was spotted
and sunk by two British battleships and one cruiser. See also the Wikipedia article “ORP

Piorun (G65)”.

25. Germany Refuses to Pay Reparations to Poland. The German government has paid
billions in compensation to Israel but continues to refuse paying reparations to Poland.
After inflicting unprecedented death and destruction on Poland and its people during
World War Il, Germany continues to arrogantly spurn Poland’s request for reparations.
Poland suffered the highest relative population loss of the war. 5.2 million Polish civilians
(2.8 million Polish Jews and 2.4 million Poles) died at the hands of the Germans. 196,000
Polish children were abducted for Germanization. 1.272 million Polish youngsters under 18
lost their lives, 708 thousand of whom were Jewish. The Polish government has assessed
Poland’s demographic losses, material losses, losses in culture and the arts, and the
confiscation of its banking institutions and State Treasury at $1.53 trillion. See also the
Polish Government’s 2022 report The Report on the Losses Sustained by Poland as a Result
of German Aggression and Occupation during the Second World War, 1939-1945.

26. Polish Blue Police. After attacking Poland, Hitler ordered Poles who were policemen
before the war to report for duty to the Germans. Those who did not were sent to
concentration camps or executed. Because of their blue uniforms, they were called the
Blue Police. They were entirely subordinated to the German military police. Germans were
the commanders and upper ranks of the Blue Police. The lower ranks included Polish
citizens who were ethnic Germans that received special privileges by signing Hitler’s
German Nationality List (Volksliste). Their main function was performing policing duties,
which later included enforcing curfews and guarding the outside of the ghettos. The Polish
Blue Police did not take part in the “liquidation” (destruction) of the major ghettos.
Transfers of Warsaw Ghetto Jews to the extermination camps were carried out by the
Jewish Ghetto Police, Germans, and their Ukrainian and Baltic auxiliaries. While there were
some Blue Police that collaborated with the Germans, they were executed by the Polish
Underground. A significant number of the Blue Police were members of the Polish
Underground and some were honored as “Righteous Among the Nations” by Israel’s Yad
Vashem. Raul Hilberg, the preeminent Holocaust historian, stated: “Of all the native police
forces in occupied Eastern Europe, those of Poland were least involved in anti-Jewish
actions”. See also the Wikipedia article “Blue Police”.
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27. Jedwabne Controversy. Jedwabne (pronounced Yed-vab-neh} was one of a number of
Polish villages in which the Germans gathered Jews, forced them into a barn, and set the
barn on fire. Those who tried to escape were shot. Jedwabne was first occupied by the
Soviets for almost two years and, during that time, some of the Jews collaborated by
denouncing Poles to the NKVD (Soviet Secret Police) for arrest and deportation to the slave
labor camps in Soviet Union. Two years later, the Germans occupied Jedwabne when they
invaded the Soviet Union and drove the Red Army out.

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS (Schutzstaffel), directed his SS units to organize pogroms
against Jews and ensure there was no trace of SS involvement. A pogrom is an act of
organized violence against a group of people because of their race, ethnicity, or religion.
The controversy stems from a book written by Jan Gross in 2000, titled Neighbors: The
Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland. Gross claims that Poles led the
pogrom in Jedwabne while the Germans stood by. However, his account has been
disproved by historians Ewa Kurek, Marek Jan Chodakiewicz, and Alexander B. Rossino.

In 2001, a forensic exhumation of the barn in which Jedwabne Jews died was started. The
forensic team was led by Professor Malgorzata Grupa of the Anthropology Department at
the Nicholas Copernicus University in Torun. Professor Grupa concluded that the men were
first herded into the barn, shot, and then buried in the barn. After this, the women, children,
and elderly were forced into the barn, which was then set on fire. Anyone attempting to
escape was shot. She pointed out that, because the male victims were buried under a layer
of dirt, their clothes were not burned when the barn was set on fire. When Grupa found
German bullet shells intertwined with the skeletal elements, it was evident that the
Germans were the murderers because the bullet shells were identified as those from
Mausers, which were the weapons used by the Germans.

A postwar investigation by West German authorities established that SS leader Hermann
Schaper and his men committed pogroms at three nearby villages. Based on the similarity
of the methods used in pogroms that occurred in five other neighboring villages, the West
German authorities concluded that Schaper was the Jedwabne perpetrator.

28. Abraham Gancwajch. The Warsaw Ghetto was plagued by a large number of
informers. The most notorious was Group 13, which had between 300 and 400 uniformed
Jewish officers. It was headed by Abraham Gancwajch, a Polish Jew who believed the
Germans would win the war and urged Jews to serve the Germans as a basic means of
surviving. Inside the ghetto, he entertained rabbis, artists, and others at lavish feasts, while
at the same time tens of thousands of ghetto Jews died of starvation. He also led a
prominent extortion ring. Group 13 agents blackmailed and denounced ghetto Jews to the
Germans, bullied people into paying fines, and extorted payments from people involved in
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smuggling and illegal trade. Gancwajch was also the leader of Zagiew, a group of over a
thousand Jewish secret agents that was funded and managed by the German Gestapo
(Secret Police). Some of agents were even allowed to carry weapons. Zagiew operated
primarily within the Warsaw Ghetto. Not only did it spy on, track down, and hand fellow
Jews over to the Germans, Zagiew’s main goal was to infiltrate the Jewish resistance
network and reveal its connections with the Polish underground that aided and hid Jews.
See also Wikipedia article “Abraham Gancwajch”.

29. Why Most of Europe’s Jews Chose to Live in Poland. Since the 1100s, Jews in Poland
enjoyed extensive autonomy and economic prosperity. The first large Jewish migration from
Western Europe to Poland occurred at the time of the First Crusade in 1098. The 1264
Statute of Kalisz enacted by King Boleslaw the Pious granted Jews special protections
when, at the same time, they were being persecuted in Western Europe. In 1332, King
Kazimierz lll the Great expanded the Statute of Kalisz, and under his reign, Jewish
immigrants from Western Europe streamed into Poland, which became the center of the
world’s Jewish community for centuries. Due to his reforms, a majority of the world’s
European Jews can trace their ancestry to Poland. Jewish autonomy was further expanded
by the creation of the Council of Four Lands, a Jewish national parliament patterned after
that of the Polish parliament. The Council of Four Lands was unique in the history of the
Jewish diaspora. Polish Jews, with Yiddish as their national language and governed by
Talmudic law, were by far the largest and strongest Jewish community in the world. In 1795,
Poland ceased to exist after it was partitioned by Russia, Prussia, and Austria. A large
number of Polish Jews were then forced to live in the Pale of Settlement established by
Russia in the former eastern borderlands of Poland. Although Poles and Jews alike were
stripped of their freedoms, Poles struggled to rebuild their state. By contrast, the majority
of Polish Jews believed that war was a Polish matter and wanted only to survive as Jews by
seeking accommodation with the three partitioning powers.

For the most part, Polish Jews lived in closed, tightly knit, isolated communities largely of
their own making. Separateness was urged by Jewish community leaders and remained the
preferred lifestyle for most Jews. Assimilation into Polish society automatically put one
outside the mainstream of the Jewish community and even led to ostracization. Most
Polish Jews wanted to have as few dealings with the outside world as possible, except for
those necessary to sustain their economic livelihood. During the 1800s, when Poles were
rallying their forces in the struggle for the restoration of Poland, most Polish Jews were
concerned about maintaining their identity as Jews. During World War | (1914-1918), there
were influential Jewish groups who openly opposed Polish efforts to recreate an
independent Poland. World War Il (1939-1945) severely ruptured Polish-Jewish relations,
and the war’s emotional aftereffects continue to impede reconciliation efforts.
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30. Polish Scouts Against the Germans. During Germany’s occupation of Poland, the
Polish Scouts went underground and evolved into the paramilitary Szare Szeregi (Grey
Ranks), cooperating with the Polish Underground State and the Armia Krajowa (Home
Army). During the war, the Szare Szeregi pledge was updated to reflect their new role as
part of the Polish resistance: “I pledge to you that | shall serve with the Grey Ranks,
safeguard the secrets of the organization, obey orders, and not hesitate to sacrifice my life.”
Scouts over seventeen carried out sabotage, armed resistance, and assassinations. The
Girl Guides formed support units working as nurses, messengers, and letter and munition
carriers. The youngest scouts carried out small sabotage operations such as dropping
leaflets and painting the Kotwica sign on the walls. The Kotwica sign was designed by scout
Anna Smolenska. During the Warsaw Uprising, the scouts participated in the fighting, and
several Szare Szeregi units were some of the most effective in combat. See also Wikipedia
article “Grey Ranks”.

31. Genocide. Genocide is discussed in detail in Section 11, “Genocide — Facts You Should
Know”, which explains why Poles, Polish and other European Jews, and Roma were Hitler’s
Genocide victims as defined by the 1948 Genocide Convention. However, academic
debate continues among historians and Genocide scholars in determining whether an
event constitutes Genocide for victim groups other than those specified by Article Il of the
1948 Genocide Convention. The term “democide” has been suggested for the killing of
people for political reasons. The Holodomor, in which Stalin starved Ukrainians to death
because they were better-off peasants ("kulaks"), qualifies as Genocide. In Germany’s T4
program, individuals were killed specifically because of their physical and mental
infirmities. There are many organizations committed to the study of these and other victim
groups, and their research will ensure that Genocide remains a key topic of academic
discussion.
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